2006: A 10th Anniversary Year

Marked by Special Recognition

I n 1996, a group of concerned citizens formed the no
profit Verona Park Conservancy and entered into a
contract with Essex County to work together to pres
and improve Verona Park.

The VPC marked its 10th Anniversary year in 2006 by

receiving two prestigious awards and reaching kan al

time high in individual members. Today, we are proud

to claim Verona Park as the jewel of the county®s 1

park system designed by the world-famous Olmsted
Brothers landscape architectural
firm.

The Township of Verona recog-

nized the ConservancyOs efforts by

giving it a OCommunity Service
AwardO (left) at the annual MayorOs Charity Ball in
April. Just one month later,
the North Essex Chamber of
Commerce (NECC) honored
the VPC as an OOutstandin
Non-Profit
OrganizationO(right).

In August, the Conservancy :
hosted with the NECC a well-attended Omeet and min-
gleO afternoon social in the park to further ceritgnt
relationship with the Essex County business comtyuni
We look forward to this becoming an annual event.

The Harmon Foundation is helping us increase educa-
tional pursuits in the park by awarding the VPGe-s
ond $2,000 grant to continue developing Eden \fid,
ChildrenOs Garden in Verona Park, as a site for nature
and environmental science studies.

To our delight, the ChildrenOs Garden

is becoming recognized as a site
for fun as well as education. We
held a garden-related book-read-
ing day in the park; Brookdale
School pupils helped with an
afternoon Oweed-out;O and

Brownie Troop 105 from the

Laning Avenue School planted flowers in the oval
at the gardenOs northeast entrance.

Meanwhile, Conservancy members continued beau-

tifying the park
with new and addi-
tional plantings to
Neil MoylanOs
Azalea Hill and
daffodil row and
Jim McGregorOs
gardens, including
a new one just off

the path leading to

the boathouse. Dick HeaslipOs spring, fall and
monthly cleanups drew volunteer participants from
throughout the area. Their efforts drew raves from
passershy, frequently accompanied by the comment:
Othe park has never looked better.O

Park users also|
responded by
joining the
VPC, swelling
our ranks to a
record level of
235 individual
members.

We are particularly proud of our new watering
wagon. To help nurture new plants and trees, we
purchased a 50-gallon water tank and hitchedat to
golf cart provided by the Essex County Parks
Department. A volunteer watering crew used it exten-
sively during an early season drought.

Verona Park weathered the July storm OburstO fairly
well compared to other county parks. However, we
have launched a tree survey to help develop a pro-

gram of pruning, removing and replacing damaged tr:

We were pleased that careful attention was giveprde
tecting three large trees at the Bloomfield Averuod
of Lakeside Avenue when Verona Township construc
a sidewalk along the entire west side of the park

The Conservancy partnered with a new non-profit
organization, Children Having Individual Learning
Differences, Inc., (C.H.I.L.D), and received a $18,00
grant to enhance the ChildrenOs Garden and increa:s
services that address the literacy needs of Eseart(

Grant monies will be used to expand the VPCOs chil
drenOs book collection, provide free reading worksht
for parents and author visits for kids. The gardéh
create Oreading rooms,O with movable furniture,
umbrellas, and carts for books. Children and aduaits
find their special place in the garden to read rahalx.

Celebrate Verona's Centennial with us
at an old-fashioned family picnic and

fireworks in the park, July 4, 2007.

We look forward to working with Essex County in Z0(
to complete high priority projects in our Green Acres
grant, specifically, beautifying the lakefront nélae
boathouse, repairing the stone bridge, replaciadith
ness path and renovating the former womenQOs nestr.
as a VPC office and storage facility.

We hope these projects can be completed by July 4,
2007, when the Conservancy will co-host an old-fask
ioned family picnic and fireworks in the park astpez
Verona TownshipOs Centennial celebration.

Respectfully submitted,
Marvin Friedman, President

Verona Park Conservancy
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